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The Massie Case (2-part assignment)

 The Case File 
 A young Navy wife, Thalia Massie, left a Honolulu party late on September 12, 1931. What happened that night triggered rape charges, protests of innocence, and a trial in the media spotlight that would end with the five suspects, all non-whites, being freed.

 But the story didn't end there. Navy personnel took matters into their own hands. In early 1932, Massie's husband, Tommy, and mother, Grace Fortescue, kidnapped and killed one of the suspects, Joseph Kahahawai. Their actions would be defended as an "honor killing," and mostly supported by white, mainstream Americans.

TASK #1: You be the detective!

1) You need to draw and use the KWL chart for this assignment.

By yourself:

2) Individually, the briefing (“The Case File”) above. 

3) Jot down notes in the KWL chart’s columns: What We (already) Know and What We Want to Know of 

    the case. 

With a partner:

4) After you have finished filling out your KWL charts, with a partner, look over your KWL chart, read the 

    textbook, p.235 – 240 (Section 5: The Massie Case), re-examine the Case File, and use information from

    it, the film, and from websites, to determine, chronologically, what happened during the night of the 

    alleged assault. 

5) As you investigate the case, using the KWL chart, take notes of eyewitnesses and participants in the 

    Massie affair.

6) Jot this new information down in the third column of your KWL charts, What We Learned.

7) Then look for any contradictions or other problems in the testimony such as: 


     a. Do any of the witnesses contradict each other, or themselves? 

     b. What important details are missing, and how might you go about looking for them?

8) Add this new information in the third column of your KWL chart, What We Learned.
By yourself:

9) Referring to your completed KWL chart, write up your conclusions -- what you knew, what you didn't know, what you learned, and how you propose to obtain any missing information. 
  Task #2 of this 2-part assignment follows(((((((((((
TASK #2: Jury nullification (Individual assignment)
As the film explains, Clarence Darrow encouraged jurors to acquit Grace Fortescue, even though she admitted her involvement in the murder of Joseph Kahahawai, on the basis of "jury nullification." This is the controversial theory that a jury has the power to declare a not-guilty verdict even if the defendant has broken the law.

The Assignment (essay):

Imagine that you were one of the jurors in that case, and you were convinced that Kahahawai had participated in a sexual assault against Thalia Massie. You were also convinced that Fortescue was involved in Kahahawai's killing. Would you vote to acquit Fortescue, or convict her?  

Write two or more paragraphs explaining how you would vote and why. 

Submit:

1. (Individual and Team) Your completed KWL chart with all three columns filled in

2. (Individual) Your conclusions in paragraph form based on your information on your KWL chart

3. (Individual) Task #2: Jury Nullification essay


